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GRASS ROOTS ACTIVITY IS VITAL FOR CPRESSEX
The question always comes up - what can the Campaign to Protect Rural England do to change some of the decisions and proposals that threaten the English landscape.  It’s difficult to answer – not because we don’t have a clear idea – but we rely a lot on the individuals in the villages and towns across the country, using their knowledge, experience and persuasive powers to stop some of the authoritarian decisions that cause so much anger and resentment.

These people are the backbone of the CPRE.  Every county has them…people who work quietly and effectively in their local areas meeting officials, writing detailed responses, presenting reasoned arguments and trying to put the case for the CPRE and everyone else who cares about the countryside.  So this issue of ACTION ESSEX takes a look at some of the smaller yet equally important issues which are on the agenda around the districts. …

Basildon:  Ed Dixon often has to work alone on the issues that concern the area and further support would be very welcome.   The on-going problems involving the traveller community at Dale Farm and Hovefields are always on his agenda.    Currently he is also monitoring a situation which involves what appears to be a scam to dump waste around Basildon Golf Course.
Edward.dixon2@btinternet.com
Braintree:  The revised proposals for a Waste Management Site at Rivenhall are causing some concern.   The threat from emissions cannot be ignored so Roger Martin (Energy, Minerals and Waste matters) is investigating the environmental implications of the Rivenhall plan.   Braintree is an active group led by Petra Ward who scrutinises planning lists each week..  
petra.ward@gmail.com
Brentwood:  Barrie Logan responded to a consultation document which named 18 possible gypsy sites in the area…all but two in Green Belt.    There are also complaints about advertising sites at Brentwood Leisure Centre and a new telecoms mast at Hutton.  Needless to say, Barrie has been objecting on behalf of CPREssex.
Barrie.logan@virgin.net
Colchester:  Bertram Rope has recently taken over the reins and is already discovering that he has plenty of issues to keep him busy,  This part of Essex has always been a lively area of CPREssex activity – and that seems likely to continue in the future under Bertram’s guidance.
bertramrope@hotmail.com
Epping Forest:    In the west of the County, there is a real challenge.  Housing developments are threatening green belt land – as they are in many places – and the impact of  building hundreds of new homes to create Harlow North will have a knock-on effect over a wide area.  There is serious concern that the town will swallow up a wide area of Green Belt and Hertfordshire County Council has decided to mount a legal change to the East of England Plan.
Tricia_moxey@yahoo.co.uk
The other District Groups are…..

Maldon:   Norman Hunt            wuscat@yahoo.co.uk
Rochford:  Valerie Stanton       valerie.stanton@btinternet.com
Thurrock:   Keith Francis          Fransail@aol.com
THERE ARE SIX AREAS WHERE VOLUNTARY HELP IS NEEDED TO BOOST DISTRICT INVOLVEMENT – CASTLE POINT, CHELMSFORD, HARLOW, SOUTHEND, UTTLESFORD AND TENDRING.  IF ANYONE IS WILLING TO HELP OUT THEN PLEASE CONTACT THE CPRESSEX OFFICE

ANOTHER INQUIRY – BUT WHAT ABOUT THE LAST ONE!

Stansted Airport decision just doesn’t make any sense.

The decision of the Government to go ahead and propose a Public Inquiry for the second runway at Stansted Airport is astonishing.   They haven’t yet announced the result of the previous inquiry which aroused such fierce opposition to the expansion of the airport – and that was based on just one runway! 

This is certainly not going to win BAA any friends – if they had any left after the recent fiascos at London Heathrow Airport.  How can the Government talk in terms of a second runway without giving their verdict on the inquiry about airport expansion which ended last October!

Those of you with long memories will recall that in the mid 1980s the Government ‘unreservedly’ accepted the recommendation of the independent inspector that there should never be a second runway at Stansted.

But that’s yesterday – today is all about blighting the landscape, covering the countryside with concrete and crippling the rural existence of a wonderful part of North West Essex.

Who cares if another 800 hectares of land are snatched away for development; who cares if noise pollution increases over a wide area of the county; who cares if new roads bring more vehicles and life becomes intolerable for people who have been there for years.

Make no mistake.  CPREssex cares!

********************************************************************************

MAKE A NOTE IN YOUR DIARY NOW.  THE BRANCH AGM IS ON SATURDAY, 4TH OCTOBER 2008 AT BOLFORD STREET HALL, THAXTED (5.00 pm).  COME ALONG AT 2.00 pm FOR THE TOUR, TEA AND TALK BEFORE WE GET DOWN TO BUSINESS! 
A plea from John Drake…. 

“PLEASE SEND IN YOUR PERSONAL OBJECTION TO A SECOND RUNWAY AT STANSTED   
The deadline for response to Uttlesford District Council has been moved to 26th September in deference to the Government's continued delay in announcing a decision on the 2007 Public Inquiry and the voluminous BAA documents. 

Don’t be deterred. It requires little more than common sense to see how unacceptable the second runway application is for anyone living within a very large area who values their quality of life.

I have submitted my personal response but we really need to get as many objections in as possible. I would like to see everyone in CPREssex send his or her response to UDC. 

I personally believe the ‘soft’ issues  – landscape, tranquillity, light pollution and contribution to mental and physical health of the countryside - alone should be sufficient grounds to halt any further damage by BAA. 

For more details – and a look at John’s letter – go to the www.cpressex.org.uk web site.
COMINGS AND GOINGS

After several years looking after the CPREssex office – first at Chelmsford and more recently at Feering – John Graves has  retired.  His contribution as Office Administrator was invaluable but we shall soon have a new face joining the CPREssex team.  From 1st September,  Tony Middleton will be taking on the newly created post of Campaigns and Development Manager and we hope this appointment will help to boost the profile of CPREssex.
We are also looking for a new Honorary Treasurer to replace Colin Canfield who will be stepping down at the end of the current financial year in March 2009.

Continuity is important so we want to find a replacement as possible.  So if you have a sound financial background, some knowledge of charity legislation and basic book-keeping skills then please get in touch with the Hon. Secretary at the branch office in Feering as soon as possible.

The working hours are entirely flexible and you could be working from home  It’s a vital position at a time when CPREssex is heavily involved in some major environmental issues.
Now for some good news!  Our “The Music in the Vineyard” event in mid-June was a great success and raised a healthy sum of money  for CPREssex and the Brentwood Theatre We have to thank Barrie and Carol Logan for all the time and effort they gave to making it such a success over the two days.
________________________________________________________________________
The Plans Group – led by David Green – have been looking closely at Government proposals to simplify planning procedures.  This has been long overdue and requires an expert knowledge to unravel some of the complexities of PPS 12.  Could it be that by making the regulations and procedures so difficult to comprehend, the Government hope to baffle most of us into submission!  That’s why the planning expertise we have within CPREssex is so vital.
**************************************************************************************************************** 
CPRESSEX CONDEMNS ELSENHAM ECO-TOWN  PROPOSALS

We have strongly condemned the proposed ‘eco’ town at Elsenham and are launching a campaign in the media to voice our concerns.

We object to the way the plan has been presented.  At the moment it is just one of the Government’s proposed sites for these towns but, if Elsenham is finally chosen there is a real possibility that It will be forced on the local community and not part of a local development framework or regional spatial strategy.

It is an undemocratic process and undermines the legitimacy of the planning process.  Local objections and suggestions will be ignored so we would like to see a public examination of the Government proposals.

There are six major issues which should be discussed in more detail – landscape impact, services, accessibility, water supply, agricultural land quality and eco principles.

Part of the site is designated for conservation and any large-scale development would have a serious impact on local villages, including Henham.  It is a highly visible site with no natural boundaries to prevent further expansion.

There would have to be a huge investment in infrastructure and services and even then it is doubtful whether the town could be self-contained.  Residents would still have to look elsewhere for employment, retail or leisure facilities.  That would increase the dependence on private cars, yet there are no convenient access points to the M11 or the A 120.

So a part of Essex already swamped by traffic would be facing the prospect of even more vehicles on narrow country lanes and major trunk routes.   It’s a nightmare scenario when the main purpose of the ‘eco-towns’ is to reduce the carbon footprint!

Water shortages have always been a concern and the Elsenham plan can only make matters worse in a part of the county which is likely to face problems in the years ahead.

The prospect of agricultural land of grade 2 quality being lost to new homes and roads should concern everyone who believes that Essex is already threatened with massive over-development.  Eco-principles are fine  - but  the plans for an eco-town at Elsenham do little to promote sound environmentally-friendly issues.
LAST WORD:  Volunteers are essential to many organisations – and we are no different.  At the moment we need to re-establish our presence in Castle Point, Chelmsford, Harlow, Southend, Uttlesford and Tendring so if you know anyone who is willing and enthusiastic to join the CPREssex cause then please let us know.  
THE VERY LAST WORD:   Don’t let the litter louts spoil the countryside.  Our national President, Bill Bryson, has been campaigning vigorously on this issue – and his efforts are earning some important media coverage.
Editor:  David Williams:  press@cpressex.org.uk      Tel: 01702 710232

